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From S<aturpay Fuly the 22d, to Oueldap Fuly the 24th, 1710. 


The Aged-Poff, or Dunton’s Correfpondence 
(by way of Letter) with his Spiritual 
Guide, upon fuch Nice, Secret and uncom- 
mon Cafes (concealing the Perfon ) as 
have occurr’d to his Reverend Friend, in 


a Life of near Fourfcore Years. 


HIS Correfpondence with my Aged- 
Poft or (Spiritual Guide) I cal] him fo 
for his Great Years, eminent Piety and 
Generous Friendfhip are Letters that 


really paft between my felf and 2 Learned Divine 


| of the Church of England, who as he hath fil’d 


two Pulpits near Fifty Years, can’t be far from 
his 8oth Year : That the Letters are Real, my wore 
thy Friend Mr. Wiltham Lutwich can testify, who 
received ’em by the General-Post, and deliver’d 
’em tome with his own Hand, but who this Spi- 
ritual Guide is, is a great Secret, for he’d lie con~ 
ceal’d under the name of Fido. However, that 
thofe Nice,Secret, and uncommon Cafes that he fends 
to Dunton’s Oracle (concealing the Perfon) may 
make the deeper Impreflion upon the Minds of 
fuch as read them: I'll here draw his Charaéter, 
which take as follows. 


‘ FIDO‘(my Spiritual Guide) has many 
* Generous and Noble Difpofitions, but no one 
* appears more IlIuftrious and vifible in him then 
© Moderation to fach as diffent from him, and 
‘ Zeal for his Malter's Service, and the good of 
* Souls, what a Rare and excellent Quality is a 
* Publick Spirit for God ? How little is it in the 
* Power of the Greateft Men to frown him ovt 
“ of Duty, or to flatter him into Sin; He tells 
* me in his firft and and fecond Letter, that he 
* has fupply’d two Country Pulpics without a 


rage has he with a fixt Refolution not to dif- 
pleafe God to pleafe Men, but notwithftanding 
his Ardent Zeal for God, yet is he of a very 
Peaceable and quiet Spirit, he does not Sala- 
mander-like delight to live in the Fire of Con- 
tention, but (as moderate Men ufually are) is 
of a uniting healing Spirit: He is‘very ferious, 
truly humble, and extraordinary Charitable : 
His great Moderation to fuch as differ from 
him (in Things Indifferent) makes his Character 
fhine: He has a Catholick univerfal Charity 
and Love for all, and tho’ he hates the Vices 
of wicked*Men, yet he loves their Perfons, but 
he has a Particular Affection for all Saints, and 


Opinions the meafure of his Love: His Spirit 
and Principles are fo Peaceable, as that he de- 
fires to avoid al) needlefs difputes that might 
breed Strife; but when he is call’d to difpute, 
or confer with thofe of different Judgments, 
he evidences much Modefty and Meeknefs, ar- 
guing not for Glory and Victory, but to inquire 
into Truth, wherein he affirms nothing, but 
what he endeavours to prove out of the Scrip- 
tures, and when he cannot fully comply with 


* Curate near $0 Years, what a Mafculine Cou- 


om 


other Men's Pei fwafions, yet he will not im- 
pofe his own on them, asthe Rule of their 
* Faith or Communion. . | 
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This is the true Charaéter of FJ DO, that 
Aged Poft or Spiritual Guide, that 1 confult in all 
Nice and Secret Cafes, and who will Impart to me 
(by way of Letter) whatever Uncommon Marters 
have occur’d to him in a Life of near Fourfcore 
Years, and. if our Correfpondence continues, 
‘cwill ina few Years make Dunton’s Oracle, A 
Dircélory for Tender Confciences in Living Irfhancet, 
a Work never attempted before (except by Bifhop 


Sanderfon, Barlow avd Hall) and for that — 
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will want no other Recommendation, then telling 
the World ’ewas written by the Learned Fido: So 
that my “ged Poff is likely to prove the moft ufe- 
ful, as well as the moft entertaining Part of my 
Athenian News, for there are many Confciences 
truly fcrupulous, that can’t unbofom themlelves 
to a Minifter or Chriftian Friend, and wpon that 
{core they carry their Wounds within ’em, ard } 


there’s none to Adminifter Relicf becaufe their Fy 


Cafes are unknown; It is with the moft tender 
Regard Imaginable to fuch Perfons that thefe Se- 
cret Cafes (whillt the Perfons lye conceal’d) are 
now Publith’d in hopes that thofe who can't dil- 
cover their Ca/e toa Minifter, may here fee it re- 
folv’d in che Inftance of another Perfon, that La- 
bours under the fame Grievance with themfelves ; 
and if the endeavours of this Spiritual Guide prove 
but ufeful either to the ecafiag or directing any 
Man’s Confcience, i’m perfwaded he won’t grow 
weary of fending Weekly to Dunton’s Oracle a 
Pacquet of Nice Cafes. 

But without any more Preface, I fhall now open 
the Pacquet of Fido’s Letters, and the firft fhews. 


If the Church of England be in Danger, who are the 
Falfe Brethren and was tins following, Viz. 


Mr. Dunton, 


With I dwelt nearer you, that I might be fo 
| happy to enjoy the Converfation of a Man, 
whofe Pen entertains me fo often wich fuch Plea- 
fure. Your two Books Intituled, The Christians 
Gazet,and The Hazard of a Death-Bed Repentance,| 
have read with very great fatisfaction and de- 
light, but "tis not convenient to exprefs my 
Thoughts, unlefs I knew a way to write, that 
might be read only thro’ your Spectacles; lam a 
very old Man, yet I have heat enough to animate 
me for your Service, and tho’ my Candle burns 
dim being fo near the Socket, yet | thank God, it 
yet ferves to light me in two mean Country Pul- 
pits, which I have (alone) fil’d every Sunday near 
Fifty Years, fo it affords me ftill fome light to 
difcern how fome are fil’d by others. 1am griev’d 
to fee the Produétions of fome Men’s Paffions vented 
sn thofe facred Places, where all fhou'd be calm and 
Pacifick, like that good Spirit which dwells only 
inthe humble and Charitable, and was amaz’d 
when I read Dr. Sacheverell’s Sermon, which hath 
made fo great a Noife, and kindled fo great a Fire, 
{ pray God it may by a Prudent Care be {con ex- 
tinguif’d, otherwife it may give our greateft! 
Bacmies (which wait for’t) an opportunity to | 


confumeus. Jf our Church be in danger, itis from 
fuch Fale Brethren that will not fuffer the Coles 
to lye quict under the Afhes, but will (fir in 
the Pulp:t, and then in a Fattious Country Progref;) 
open, expofe and blow them up till they them. 
(elves, as well as thofe they hate ave buryed in one 
common Ruin: I havea Difcourfe which! wov’d 
have Printed immediately, which | wou’Nend to 
ou fuited to the Prefent Circumftances, to allay 
Men’s Fears ana Paffions, which may be ufeful at 
this Jugcture. in this Difcourfe (and upon al 
other occalions) 1 Induftrioufly avoid Perfone 
Refleétions and Reproach, thinking it fufficient to 
expofe Vice, without bearing hard on the Memo. 
ry of thofe that have been guilty thereof, which 
ufvally defeats the end of Admonition and Re. 
proof. Admonitions ought to be manag’dina 
Prudent and wary Manner, by keeping upa Re. 
{pect that is owing to Peoples Quality, and which 
[| wifh you had obferv’d more in your (othermift) 
molt excellent Effay intituled, The Hazard of « 
Death-Bed Repentance; for then I believe it wou'd 
have been more ferviceable efpecially to Perfonss{ 
Quality, for whofe ufe it was chiefly defign’d, 
for t’as ever been my Opinion our Zeal againf 
Vice ought not to tranfport us to what is Inde- 
cent, and befides the Merits of the caufe, ’tis true, 
(Mr. Dunton) in anfwer to this you tell me, ‘ Tha: 
* you fhall ever think it a Virtue to call a Spades 
* Spade, and therefore (fay you) I think to have faia 
* more of the Lend D—bad been allowable—But i! 
you are fincere, when you tell me you fubmit that 
Book and al] your Writings to my Cenfure, and 
(as you call it) much better Fudgment, 1 mult thea 
plainly tell you, ”o Proverb ought to extinguifhw 


Charity, or render our Zeal too fharp and Pungtt. . 


Confidering we all are fubje& to Sin and Frail 
in one kind or other, and therefore ought to treat 
our Fellow Offenders with Pity and Compaffion, in ost 
endeavours to pull them out of the Fire, and Re 
duce them into the Right way. 

Ido highly approve of your Weekly Oracle, a0 
Great Zeal in expofing the Vices of the Age, and 
particularly shat of Impurity,and want of Charity, 
fuch as Diflent from the Church of England, bil 
Zeal is a dangerous Weapon, if not weilded by ! 


Prudent and Charitable Hand (cf which we havi 


notorins Inftance in Dr.Sacheverell’sSermonand Cou 
try Progre/s) and this I fpeak that both of us ma 
endeavour to render cur Attempts this way more je" 
viceable to the Fublick, and yield more facisfactios 
to our own Minds, in keeping clofe to the Re 

of Chriftian Prudence, as well as Inaocencta de 
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devation being a Virtue, which I dare not run down, 
gs too many do confidering “tis recommended to 
us by an Apoftolical Injunction and Command : I/dom by Dr. Sacheverell’s Furious Sermon, and Mob 


am very much, 


J 


tion I greatly admire, and am wholly of yout 
Mind as to the great mifchief done in the King- 


Progre/s, lownindeed, Zeal is a Compofition of all 


You S : 
r Friend and Servant + hig the Affettions warmed and heated into a 
ive ‘wenels ar 
Fuly 104. 1710. FIDO. f Gh oe ana Attivene/s 5 and this ws fo far 
rom being a Fault, tnat if it be made Regular with 


Prudence anc Ey Tene yt) are 
Ce and a Chriftian Difer Chiat, tis Good and 


Duaton’s An/wer to to the Foregoing Letter. 
J A Sal commendable always in a good Matter : And cer- 


tainly if ever it be feafonable for us to kindle a 


Reverend Si ‘ij Cl 
everend Sir, eee ' Fire upon the Altar, *tis fo when we are about to 
Received your obliging Letter, wherein your} do Sacrifice to God Almighty, but (as you well 


] Humility and Friendfhip feem to out-vie each 


obferve) Our Zeal againft Vice, ought not to tran- 


other, and which is Predominant is not eafy to de] /port ws to what ws Indecent, and befides the Merits 
termine, yet I muff crave the Freedom to tell you, | of the Caufe (1 have prov'd this Affertion true in 
? 


that as to thofe great Encomiums you beftow up- 


my Aafwer to Dr. Sacheveret’s Sermon, intituled, 


on Dunton’s Oracles [conceive you rather thereby | The Bull- Bauirg) and thall ever be 

0 of you - 
inftruct me what J fhow’d be, than tell me what 1) nion, that no Divine fhou’d vent his Pallions ia 
am But tho (Reverend Sir) you fhew your|fuch 4 facred Place as a Pulpit, where all phou'd be 
Friendfhip in condefcending to fpeak fo well of | calm and Pacifick, and therefore (to make ufe of 


fo mean an Author, yet by that time my Weekly 


your own Words) Dr. Sacheverell has kindled a 


Oracle (or 3060 Pofts) are all Publifh’d I hope,| Jacobite Fire, and made a great Noife about nce 
will be no Oftentation to fay the Great Variety| thing, for to what purpofe (if J may prefume to 


of Subjetts contain’d in it, (however meanly per- |, 


ife ber Mayefties Words). * Does he revive Que- 


form’d) will prefent the World with a Umver/al|* ftions and Difputes of a very high Nature, 


¢ 


Entirtainment, which wou’d be much Improv’d, 
¢ 


had I the Happinefs to live near you, for I ever 
thought your Converfation 4 Tzffe of Heaven, 
and cou’d I enjoy fo great a Bleffing wou’d never | /j, 


and which muft be with an ill Intention, fince 
they can only tend to foment, but not to heal 


* our Divifions and Animofities, if his defign by 
inch Sermons, (and Cruntry Rambles) wan’t to make 


under any difficulty) confule any Oracle but your} way for the Pretender (who fome of his Party have 


Learn’d felf, but tho’ by reafon of your diftance} t 
from London, this is a Happinefs 1 can never ex-} ] 

et, however my Fancy often turns ForeSery} 
and walks the round till 1 meet with you, and my 
Ingenious Friend Dr. Bullivant your next Neigh- 
bour, when I am infinitely tranfported with that, 
but Imaginary Injoyment of two Perfons 1 fo 
much delight in, and whofe Converfation is fo 
great a Blefling to all that have it, the Conceit of 
which has driven me into a ferious confideration, 
and fearch after the wonderfull force of the Jmag:- 
nation; And I find fome have been &il’d, others 
preferu’d meerly by the ftrength of their Imagi- 
nation: Here cou’d I be tedioufly copious in as Fa- 
cetious, as firange Stories to this purpofe ; but! 
will not with Phormio read a Lecture to Hannibal : 
It fhall fuffice me to hope, that fuch Jmages cf the 
Brain are no breach of the fecond Commandment, | 
or if they are, 1 defire you wou’d léet me know it, 
for your Great Age and Learning, as well as Ge- 
rous Friendfhip fits you for a Spiritual Guide, and 
I never defire to have a better, or any other did | 
live near you, for tho’! differ from you as to the 


Blunt way of Reproving Vice, yet your Modera- 


é 


he Impudence already to call Hereditary) bue 
et Dr. Sacheverell rail as much as he pleafe againit 


Protefiant Diffenters, and Men of your Great Mode 
ration,under the odious Names of Trimmers and Low 
Churchmen \ fhall never be fond of the Names 
which diftinguifh one Party from another in the 
Church. 1 eiteem not a Man the better for being 
regimented in this Communion rather than in that, 
and fop ought I know in the Camp of God a Refor~ 
made 

However a A¢utineer in either is odious, and to 
raife Factions about Religion is to adore Mars ine - 
ftead of Chrif?, and to commence a War for the 
fake of Peace. I cannot approve of their bitter 
Zeal, who if they cannoc call.dowa Fire from 
Heaven, will kindle it on the Earth, aggioft all 
that think not as they do. He is an ill difpucane 
for Chriftianity, who ufes no other Topicks than 
Gun Powder, and Steel the Logick of Mfabomer, 
becomes not a Difciple of Fefus, and.{ fhou’d make 
but an Hippocricical Convert, were I co be Dra- 
goon’d into Religion by the Domineering Argu- 
ments of fuch booted Apofiles, as-Dr. Sach——ell 


ay be as acceptable as in thofe of Men. 


nd Mr, Hig——~iis. 
You 


eit. ees x 


ime. 


nat Fe. * ‘ * 

? } - + ‘Sel jrer,~. 

"e = as 
sod " 

= me 


. Benge es 


es Ts 


al a apg ie at 


L4] 


. ; wa ’ “19 
Yeutell me (Reverend Sir) that yuvave fil 4 Lag-salthe ; 
1 > Conny Pulpits every Sunday for near Fifty Tears, | Cnt: Truth is Homogeneous, and attraas to it felf 


atid | know you are a thorough Conformilt to the | 
Kites and Ceremonies of the Church of England, 
but as you are not for Perfecurme fuch as Diffent 
rom you, you mult expect that the High-Flyers 


will be giving you odious Names, if they ftop 
5 = ae ok ohes 
Loere, for t! C yaconice Crew {CICK atl 10 ning 


(tho? ne’re fo Bloody or Cruel) to advance the 
(ncerelt of Young Perkins fuch a fmall Author, 
as [no fooner anfwer’d Dr. Sach-——rell’s Furious 
Sermon, but his AZob- Friends threatn’d to pull me 
ito a thoufand Picces, tho’ (like your felf) I 
ever was 4 erue Son of the Church of England, and 
refolve to live and dye in that Communion, but 
tis cnough with the Facks to prove a Mana Phan- 
atick, of Low-Chorchman, if he won’t damn 
all fuch as diffent from the Church of England, 
but (by the leave of fuch Falfe Brethren) ’twill 
ever be my Opinion, that to perfwade to Confor- 
mity by Prifons and Railing Language, is fome- 
thing like demonftrating a Propofition in Euclid, 
or Apologizing by a Beedle and Wedges, and I 
conceive they will equally produce their Effects 5 
when any Mathematition fhall do the one, Dr. 
Sacheverel may perform the other. \WVe find few 
Diffenters edified by burning their Pulpits, or in- 
ftructed by the fpoiling of their Goods, Force hath 
#5 little Power on Souls as a Chirurgions Knife on the 
Underftanding, and Affettions of Men. Remedies 
muft have fome Analogy with the Sick, and their 
Difeafes ; Tis found Reafon (which is of our 
Effence and Conftitution) with fome little inter- 
mixtures of Kindnefs and Love, that muft make 
Men Profelites to the Church of England, or no- 
thing. Sir, “tis this in conjunétion (with your 


The ufe of this Variety in Religions 1S far differ. 


all chat is of its own Nature, wherefosver dic, 


pers’d or feparated, rejecting the reft, as not per. 
taining toit. Thus Ll overlooking the Errors and 
Miftakesof thefe High-Flyers, and fuch as differ 
from me, at the fame Cime embrace their Ortho. 
dox J enets, ind fhuning their Vices l imitate their 
Vertues; This (Reverend Sir) is to follow your 
good Advice, who tell me xo Proverb ought to ex. 
tinguifh Charity, or render our Zeal too {arp and 
Pungent, and that we fhou’d keep clofe to the Rules of 
Chriftian Prudence, as well as Innocence, which } 
(hall always endeavour to do as believing fics 
Chriftian Moderation as this, is of the fame Na. 
cure of the Sun who has commerce with many 
Pullutions, yet remains himfelf undefil’d; In my 
Travels 1 learn’d this Moderation, and he that 
knows not how to practice it, is not fit to ftir out 
of his Chimny Corner, for as you well obferve, 
the good Spirit dwells only in the bumble and Charita- 
ble Mans and 1 might add in the Sincere and Im. 
partial, for (Sir) I can’t forbear to obferve, that 
tho” you begin your Letter to me with a high En- 
comium upon two Books that I lately Publith’d, yet 
you conclude it with humbling me fo far as to fay, 
| have been too Severe (in my Effay on a Death 
Bed Repentance) against the Sinners of Quality, in 
not giving that Refpell that 1s dueto them; Which 
I’m yet to be convinc’d of, as believing (inde- 
fpight of the Proverb) that the Truth may always 
be fpoken, and for that reafon, as a Spade can be 
nothing elfe but a Spade, fhou’d always be call’d by 
its Right Name. 


Thefe ( Reverend Sir) are fome of my hafty 


healing Sermon) mutt allay Men’s Fears and Paffi- 


Remarks upon your Healing Letter, and if my 


ons, and convince the World that rhe Church of \ Spiritual Guide, (1 mean your felf) does but ap- 
England is in no danger, Such Moderation as this may| prove of them, I fhan’t doubt of being in th 


rruly be call’d a Vertue,and ought not (as you well ob- 
ferve) to be run down, confidering ’tis recommended 
to us by an Apoflolical Injunétion; without this Mo- 
deration Zeal is (indeed) a dangerous Weapon, and 
there never was a more Pernicious Inftance of it, 
thea we find in Dr. Sach——rell’s Sermon and Coun- 


try Progre/s, 


| Right way to Heaven, which (as my REVEREND 
FATHER wowd often fay) Lies berween all Ex- 
treams, Where living and dying you'll ever find, 


Your very humble Servant, 
London, Fuly 


JOHN DUNTON. 


20. 1710. 


—— 


London, Printed for the Author,and are to be Sold by 7. Morphew near Stationers- Hab 
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